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Cobham – A cyclistʼs gateway

to beautiful Surrey and beyond

– David Jordan
Have you seen the
amount of cyclists
who ride through
Cobham at the week -
end? Many of them
ride from West and
South London to
access the beautiful
Surrey countryside
via Cobham, which
acts as a funnel for
the bike riders keen
to get off the crowded
and sadly deterior -
ating roads that we
have to endure these
days.

On a Saturday morning you will see large groups of them meeting up and
leaving in their various ability groups from the Cobham car park, riding
anything from 40 miles to 90 miles. All but the hardened racing cyclists who
are in training will stop at one of Surreyʼs tucked away country cafes for a
well earned “cuppa and cake” before returning to Cobham at the end of their
rides. The majority of the riders leaving the car park will be wearing the “South
Western Road Club” kit. Cycling is now a sport in renaissance – cycling clubs
are booming!

There was a time when it was a dowdy sport, back in the 50ʼs and beyond, when
racers even had to wear black clothing!! Nowadays, bike riders are colourful,
as you will have witnessed around the lanes, making for better safety. The
fabrics have changed dramatically too, from woollen jerseys and shorts to the
latest micro fibre and “Roubaix” materials which allow the riders to stay
comfortable, dry and protected from the wind all year round. You will see from
the photographs taken in 1951 & 2008 how much things have changed.

Much information and popularity has been gained for cycling by television
coverage, which now shows the likes of The Tour de France, the jewel in the
crown of cycle racing and coverage of American Lance Armstrong, who has
recently won this race seven times, despite recovering from testicular cancer. 

South Western Road Club in 1951 
Photo by SWRC – Alan Parkinson 
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Sportive events, popular on the continent for a number of years, have seen
a major growth in the UK too and the South Western Road Club have started
to hold these annually in and around the beautiful Surrey Lanes. In fact, many
of the riders you see at the weekend will have taken part in Sportives not only
in the UK, but in France and Italy as well. Probably the most famous one is
the Etape de Tour which, every year covers one stage of the Tour de France
and generally has some difficult climbs to test the riders. This yearʼs event will
climb Mont Ventoux in Provence, France, where Tommy Simpson, one of
Britainʼs greatest riders collapsed and died 40 years ago.
The bikes themselves have changed incredibly over time. These days they
are made from high tech materials, with light alloys and carbon fibre being the
order of the day. They are a dream to ride! What a difference from the steel
ones we all road in the past.  However, everything comes with its price – a
reasonable road bike can cost from upwards of £1000, with the top end
models costing a mere £5000 plus.  These bikes will weigh about 7 kilos and
will generally have 20 gears. One manufacturer has just introduced 22 gears
– this means cyclists of all abilities can tackle major climbs without walking.
Canʼt be seen walking!!! 
We cyclists need to have not only a summer bike but a winter bike too. Many
bike riders will have other models as well, for work and of course the Turbo
Trainer when the weather dictates that we canʼt go out at all.
Never mind the weather – why not enjoy our Surrey countryside and the
healthy benefits of cycling? See you up the road!!
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South Western Road Club meeting in Cobham Car Park 2008 – How things have changed!!
Photo by SWRC – Alan Parkinson  
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The Build-Up to VE Day, 8th May 1945,

Jilly Cooper

– Nikki Perkins
Award winning novelist and writer, Jilly Cooper lived with her parents in a
house called “Allercot” in Brook Farm Road, Cobham. She went to school at
Brooklands in Fairmile Lane, which has now been pulled down, and learned
to ride in Oxshott Way in which the Riding School in her book “Riders” is
based.  Jilly Cooper has kindly shared her touching memories of Cobham
during the build up to VE Day with our local historian David Taylor. 
“Only two when the War began, my first hazy memories were of my father
going off to fight in France in 1939. In 1941 my father (safe home from
Dunkirk) went to the War Office and we moved to Cobham, a sleepy and in
those days very rural Surrey suburb, with a winding river, a village green, and
white pebble dash houses, with red roofs and leaded windows, whose
gardens were hidden from the outside world by great ramparts of
rhododendrons.  Everyone bicycled everywhere. There were few cars on the
road, and no signposts.  Leatherhead, four miles away but unvisited, seemed
like Africa. 
However, Cobhamʼs tranquillity was an illusion. By night the Tartar Hill Guns
on Portsmouth Road pounded away, the village was blacked out except for a
huddle of search lights scraping the sky like rapiers. The sirens howled, and
the whole family would seek refuge in the broom cupboard under the stairs.

The bomb was dropped on the Stoke Road, near the junction with Oxshott  Way, in September 1940.
courtesy of David Taylor
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D-Day raised everyoneʼs hopes, but the optimism was shattered by the arrival
of the doodle bugs terrorising Southern England.  One fell as we were about
to bathe in the river. Hearing the throbbing overhead like some malignant
flying taxi, we all flattened in the wild garlic, except for two of my little friends,
who prostrated themselves in the one bed of nettles not yet turned into
spinach. 
Another bomb fell on our school. All the windows blew in filling the jelly we
were eating with lethal splinters. Within minutes, hoards of ashen mothers
converged from all sides, like the Valkyries, peddling furiously. Fortunately
none of us was hurt. 
As the war entered its sixth year, the strain began to tell. Then at long last on
May 7th 1945, we heard on the wireless, the Germans had surrendered. 
We ran into the street. People were cheering and hugging, and hanging out
flags. Then suddenly the bells rang out, peeling gloriously from Cobham,
Oxshott and Leatherhead. 
We had a great party in the evening at one of the big houses on the hill.
Carrying a jelly and a shepherdʼs pie containing our entire weekʼs meat ration,
we walked to the party. We found bunting hung from lights all around the
garden. The women looked lovely in their cotton dresses – one enterprising
Lady had even run up a long skirt from her black-out curtains. 
Drifting around was old Lady Thornley, a legend in Cobham since she
emerged unhurt from the drawingroom after a direct hit on her house, and
her husband seeing her lovely white hair totally blacked with soot, said
gallantly: “My dear you look twenty years younger.”
The hostʼs father in law supervised the huge bonfire. After 2000 days of
blackout, the brilliance was breathtaking. The Tartar Hill Guns were silent.
Gradually it sunk in, we had won the war.”
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A Stitch in Time!
National Maintenance Week – 20th to 27th November 2009

In 1877 when William Morris founded The Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings he spoke of the need to ʻstave off decay by daily care, to
prop a perilous wall or mend a leaky roofʼ. Maintenance is important to
buildings of all ages and types and is as vital today as it was in Morrisʼs time. 
In November 2002, SPAB launched the first National Maintenance Week
to focus ownersʼ attention on the care of their buildings. Checking your
gutters, drains, walls and roofs will keep your building healthy and save
you trouble and money! If you would like to know more – www.spab.org.uk 
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History Notes

– Dr. Marlene Robinson
The CCHT was formed
from the Cobham
Conservation Group
which was founded in
1973 by my husband,
Patrick Robinson,
Girleen Landini from
Over Bye, (Church St.)
David Pappin from
Church Stile House
and Brian Yates. It was
through them that a
Con servation Area was
formed and any build -
ing or change in that
area had to be sub -
mitted by the Council
to the Group for
consideration and
com  ment. Unfortunately
this was too late to stop
the desecration of
River Hill and the awful ʻThresholdʼ building. We worked hard fund raising
with supper dances at the old Village Hall (catering done by volunteers) and
grandee affairs at local venues such as what is now The Hilton Hotel.
(We owe a debt of gratitude to the former Cobham Conservation Group for
their foresight and dedication in preserving so many of the listed buildings
and Green Belt which we enjoy today. – Ed.) 

The Opening of the new Conservation area (corner of High
Street/Church Street) by the then Mayor of Elmbridge
(Cllr. Murray Bygraves) in the presence of Girleen Landini,
Patrick Robinson and John Bennetts  

Autumn Events at Painshill Park – Jayne Newman

Autumn is a lovely colourful time to visit the Park. On Wednesdays during
November 2009 and January and February 2010 you can visit the park
FREE OF CHARGE and for all other days your CCHT 2-for-1 Adult entry
offer is still valid until 30th November 2009 (excluding special events).
Over the festive season Father Christmas will once again be resident in
the 18th century Crystal Grotto – For information please visit
www.painshill.co.uk or call 01932 584 284.

55949:Layout 1  6/11/09  12:36  Page 16



5:D;EF?3E 5D35=7DE!
Did You Know...

In 1647, the English Parliament passed a law that made Christmas illegal.
Christmas festivities were banned by Puritan leader Oliver Cromwell, who
considered feasting and revelry on what was supposed to be a holy day immoral.
Anybody caught celebrating Christmas was arrested. The ban was lifted only
when the Puritans lost power in 1660.

Did You Also know...

The worldʼs first Christmas card was sent in 1843 – the same year that Charles
Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol. 
According to the Greeting Card association, approximately 640 million cards
were bought in 2007. 
Post was last delivered on Christmas Day in England in 1960 (Scotland 1966).

Tongue Twisters

Try these tricky tongue twisters, before and then after your preferred tipple!
Eleven benevolent elephants 
Preshrunk silk-shirt sale
Three short sword sheaths
Lovely lemon liniment
I wish to wash my Irish wristwatch

Festive Jokes

How do snowmen travel around?
By Icicle!
Why was Cinderella such a poor football player?
She had a pumpkin for a coach!
What do Eskimos use to hold their homes together?
Ig-“glue”

Fake or Real – The Big Tree Dilemma...

Fake Christmas trees are made from PVC (polyvinyl chloride). Even worse, lead
is apparently used to stabilize certain PVC products, which is why you'll see a
label on faux Christmas trees cautioning you to avoid inhaling or eating any bits
of lead dust that may fall from the “branches”. If you must have a tree, the good
old-fashioned wooden kind is the right option. Try to support a small-scale
sustainable tree grower if you can then make sure you recycle it. Please contact
Elmbridge BC to find out tree recycling options available. www.elmbridge.gov.uk
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Membership Secretary Report

As 2009 draws to a close I would like to say thank you for your continued
support this year. Membership has been increasing steadily, with particular
interest shown on Heritage Day and at the Farmersʼ Markets, and now stands
at almost 1,100. We would like to increase this number even further and
would encourage you to persuade your friends and neighbours to join by
passing a copy of our super new Heritage Leaflet to them – or you might
consider giving them a yearʼs membership as a Christmas gift!   

A renewal reminder and form will be sent to you at the beginning of
December, and it would be appreciated if you could return this promptly to
ensure your continuing membership for next year. If you kindly pay by
Standing Order your membership card will be sent to you automatically. 

Happy Christmas

Edna Tipping
Membership Secretary

Down Memory Lane

– Steve Dolling

My late grandfather Albert Dennis Brooks was a Barnardoʼs child and  I am
trying to find records and photographs relating to Church Street, Cobham in
the 1920ʼs and particularly one of my great grandfather, Albert Richard Brooks
(1886-1929). He was a grocer in Church Street and lived a few doors away
above ʻCobham Storesʼ and I am keen to know what happened to his
daughter Norma Brooks?    

Albert Richard Brooks married Annie Amelia Hitchcock circa 1911 and they
had one child Norma A Brooks (b. 1912).  Annie died in 1925 and Albert
Richard Brooks purchased her grave plot, along with his own, in Tilt Road
cemetery. At some point after his wifeʼs death he took on a housekeeper
Charlotte Ellen Manton with her daughter from a previous marriage – Cynthia
Angell.  

My late grandfather Albert Dennis Brooks was born at Kingston upon
Thames in 1927 and looked after by a Mrs. Titchener until Albert Richard
Brooks died in 1929 when Charlotte Manton passed him over to Barnardoʼs.   

If you can help please contact joyce.acher@cobhamheritage.org.uk.
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Diary Dates –

Farmersʼ Market – Leg OʼMutton Field

21st November, 19th December and 16th January 2010 and thereafter
every 3rd Saturday of the month
Note: 19th December – Elmbridge Choir – Carol Singing 

CCHT Open Meetings at Cobham Village Hall at 8.00 p.m.

Wed. 16th December and 17th March 2010 (AGM) 

Cobham Chamber of Commerce – Cobham at Christmas

Sunday, 29th November:-

12 noon-4.00 pm : shops open and Santa
2-4.00 : Elmbridge Choir, Jazz at Christmas, Steel Band and Gospel Singers
2-4.00 : Best window design presentation
2-4.30 : Switching on Cobham lights
2-4.45 : Lantern Procession
2-5.30 : Christmas Service, St Andrewʼs Church, Cobham

Painshill Park – Father Christmas and the Elves (pre-booking essential)
5th to 29th December – Book online or call 01932 584284 
For other events visit – www.painshill.co.uk or tel: 01932 868113 

Stoke dʼAbernon Christmas Event, inc. lighting of the tree
– Meet at The Plough, Station Road at 5.30 p.m. 6th December. 

Concert by Cobham Band at St Andrewʼs Church, Cobham

Sat. 12th December at 7.30pm – tickets available from Cobham Parish
Office (01932 867883); Cobham Bookshop (01932 862903);
Cobham Band (01372 374266)

Elmbridge Choir and Big Band Christmas Concert

Sat. 12th December 

6.00pm at The Leatherhead Theatre. For tickets visit –
www.elmbridgechoir.co.uk/tickets or tel: Box Office 0844 588 5889 

Cobham Players Pantomime – Aladdin

At Cobham Village Hall 7th-9th January, 2010 – 
Tickets from Cobham Bookshop – Tel: 01932 862903 

Cobham Horticultural Society – AGM

Wednesday 24th February 2010  – Churchfield House,
Lushington Drive, Cobham at 8.00 pm
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We acknowledge the support of:

19 High Street, Cobham
Telephone : 01932 864252

Julia Jones Garden Design
MA (Oxon.); MSGD; DIP. EGS Chelsea; 15 years experience;

Tel. 01932 853635  www.juliajonesgardendesign.com
PROFESSIONAL & PERSONAL SERVICE OF GARDEN DESIGN & CONSULTANCY

Antique Clock Restoration & Repair
Specialising in Grandfather, Dial, Bracket and Carriage Clocks

Contact: Mark Rowe
BADA Diploma. Grad. BHI West Dean Diploma

Tel: 020 8605 0331
www.theclockgallery.co.uk

15a Church Street, Cobham, Surrey KT11 3EG

Tel : 01932 865 825

Email: buckleysofcobham@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.buckleysofcobham.co.uk (coming soon)

Gourmet Butchers & Traditional Fishmongers – Home Deliveries – Christmas Orders now being taken

Tel: 01932 867387

Telephone 01932 868113
Web www.painshill.co.uk
Email info@painshill.co.uk

Gareth Palmer
30 Station Road
Cobham, Surrey
KT11 3 BN

01932 356180www.vanilla-bean.co.uk  e-mail: info@vanilla-bean.co.uk

Home & Business Computer and
Network Support – Website Design

Tel: 07855 929368
email:  help@starburst-computers.co.ukwww.starburst-computers.co.uk
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